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and dramatic effect of Mirabeau's eloquence, and the
sublimity of his voice, had made a deep impression upon
this distinguished comedian, who with visible emotion
approached the orator to offer his compliments. e Ah !
M. le Comte,' said he in a pathetic tone of voice, ' what
a speech ! and with what an accent did you deliver it!
You have surely missed your vocation/ Mole' smiled on
perceiving the singularity of the compliment which his
dramatic enthusiasm had led him to utter, but Mirabeau
was much flattered at it."

Mirabeau's position in the beginning of October 1789
was very different from what it had ever been before.
His popularity made him a power in Paris, he had
proved that his eloquence could influence the votes of
the Assembly. We may trace in the Journal of Adrian
Duquesnoy the change in the feelings towards him of
many among his colleagues. For Duquesnoy, although
La Marck says he was not without talents, had not
sufficient ability or insight to prevent his opinions
from representing fairly enough those of the average
well-meaning, intelligent middle-class member of the
Assembly. Writing of Mirabeau on May 7, he says :
"The man is a wild beast, a madman. He has the
expression of a tiger. When he speaks it is in paroxysms :
his face is distorted, his voice hisses with passion.
Moreover he speaks ill. His French is detestable, his
arguments sophistical, full of inconsistencies and fallacies.
All men of intelligence believe that he wishes to bring
about the dissolution of the Estates and the fall of the
ministry because Necker would not pay him his price."
A little later he writes that Mirabeau is as little listened
to as ever, and calls his paper " an atrocious publication."